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ree	Carriages

Instrumentation	

Fretted	Orchestra

Mandolin	I
Mandolin	II
Mandola
Guitar
Double	Bass
Concertina	(optional)	if	no	concertina,	sing	vocal	line	without	concertina	part

Duration	
c.	1 0	minutes	30	seconds

I.	e	Navvy	Boy	 c.	4	minutes
II.	Runaway	 c.	3	minutes
III.	Sidings c.	3	minutes	30	seconds

is	work	was	developed	for	Da	Capo	Alba	as	part	of	the	Adopt	a	Composer	scheme,	funded	by	the
PRS	 Foundation	 and	 the	 Philip	 and	 Dorothy	 Green	 Music	 Trust,	 and	 run	 by	 Making	 Music,	 in
partnership	with	Sound	and	Music	and	BBC	Radio	3.

First	performed	by	Da	Capo	Alba	on	ursday	3rd	October	2019	at	 the	New	Auditorium,	Glasgow
Royal	Concert	Hall	condcuted	by	Barbara	Pommerenke-Steel.

Programme	Note

When	I	 rst	met	Da	Capo	Alba,	I	was	excited	to	explore	what	mades	a	mandolin	and	guitar	orchestra
based	near	East	Kilbride	tick.	It	wasn't	long	before	I	discovered	their	shared	love	for	the	camaraderie
of	their	ensemble,	their	heritage,	and	Scotland.	I	was	keen	to	use	these	themes	while	adding	a	few	of
my	own	interests	along	the	way.	
 	
ree	Carriages	explores	 the	work	song	of	 Irish	Navvies	on	the	Scottish	Railroads,	a	runaway	train,
and	the	exhausted	creaking	of	locomotives	at	a	railway	siding	at	the	end	of	a	long	day.	
 	
I'd	like	to	extend	a	special	thank	you	to	David	Horne	for	his	mentorship	on	this	project,	to	Barbara
Pommerenke-Steel	for	her	insight	and	knowledge,	and	to	all	in	Da	Capo	Alba	for	putting	up	with	my
bad	jokes,	but	most	importantly	for	making	music	with	me.	
 	
ree	Carriages	 is	 that	culmination	of	our	work	together	as	part	of	 the	Adopt	a	Composer	scheme,
funded	by	the	PRS	Foundation	and	the	Philip	and	Dorothy	Green	Music	Trust,	and	run	by	Making
Music,	in	partnership	with	Sound	and	Music	and	BBC	Radio	3.	

©	Copyright	2019	Nicholas	Olsen
All	rights	in	the	work	are	reserved	to	Nicholas	Olsen.	Copying,	performance	and	distribution	of	the
work	or	any	part	thereof	without	the	permission	of	the	copyright	holder	is	prohibited.
nicholas@nicholasolsenmusic.com	
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